The Ohio Public Health Institute (OPHI)
By-Laws
ARTICLE I:  
Name  

The name of this organization shall be the Ohio Public Health Institute, herein referred to as OPHI.  
ARTICLE II:  
Mission

To promote and strengthen public health through a sustained collaboration of Ohio’s public health experts, advocates, and leaders.
ARTICLE III: 
Governance

The OPHI shall be governed by a Board of Directors.
ARTICLE IV:
OPHI Board of Directors

Section 1:
The Board of Directors of OPHI shall be composed of seven (7) members, each serving a 2-year term, hereinafter referred to as “Board Members.”  The Board of Directors of the Association of Ohio Health Commissioners (AOHC) shall appoint:  


One (1) Board member who shall be a current primary member of the AOHC and shall hold a current seat on the AOHC Board of Directors.   

Three (3) Board members who shall be current primary members of the AOHC.  


Three (3) at-large Board members who shall represent the interests of public health in Ohio.  Recommendations from public health associations in Ohio shall be given priority consideration when making at-large appointments.  

Proviso:    Upon ratification of these bylaws’ changes, the AOHC Board of Directors shall have 60 days to act to appoint the full membership of the OPHI Board of Directors.  

Terms through 12/31/2024:  1 current AOHC Board member; 1 current primary AOHC Board member; and 2 at-large Board members.  

Terms through 12-31-2025:  2 current primary AOHC Board members; and 1 at-large Board member.
Board members will serve a 2-year term except as provided in Article V, Officers.  No Board Member shall serve more than three (3) consecutive terms, beginning 01/01/24.
Section 2:
The OPHI Board shall have full authority and power to manage the affairs of the OPHI. It shall enter into contractual agreements and accept gifts and solicit gifts on behalf of itself. It shall have the power to amend the Bylaws. All matters pertaining to the welfare of OPHI shall be referred to the OPHI Board.

ARTICLE V: 
Officers

Section 1: 
Officers comprised of the Chair and Vice Chair shall facilitate the activities of the OPHI. The term of each office shall be for one (1) year from January 1 through December 31. At the conclusion of the term as Vice Chair, he/she shall automatically succeed to the office of Chair for a term of one (1) year.  At the conclusion of the term as Chair, he/she shall serve one additional year as immediate past president for a total of three (3) years.  A Board member may only be elected Vice-Chair if they have three (3) years remaining within their consecutive terms as defined in Section 1.  The Executive Director shall act as the “Secretary” and “Fiscal Officer.”
Section 2: In the event that an officer cannot fulfill her/his responsibilities, the OPHI Board Members will appoint their replacement from among the current OPHI Board members.    
Section3
The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the OPHI, maintain order and set up forums for discussion.  The Chair and the Executive Director shall be the official spokespersons for the OPHI in all manner of media. 
Section 4:
The Vice Chair, in the absence of the Chair, shall assume the duties of the Chair.

Section 5:
The Secretary shall keep minutes of OPHI meetings, be responsible for all OPHI communication both internal and external.  The Fiscal Officer shall collect revenues, pay expenses, and maintain accurate records of all transactions and the financial status of the OPHI.
ARTICLE VI:  
Staff

OPHI may by majority vote hire staff to be responsible for the administrative activities of OPHI.   
ARTICLE VII:  
Voting
Section 1:
More than fifty percent (50%) of the Board Members present at a meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
Section 2:
Each Board Member has one (1) vote on all matters.

Section 3:
A majority vote is required for all action.   

Section 4:
Voting may take place by e-mail or fax or conference call and be constituted as a valid vote, within the time frame specified by the OPHI Board.

ARTICLE VIII:  
Committees

The OPHI Board of Directors shall recommend the establishment of committees as necessary to facilitate special tasks, projects, or issues.  The Chair shall appoint the committee chair.  The committee chair shall report the findings and recommendations of the committee to the OPHI at a regularly scheduled meeting.  

ARTICLE IX: 
Meetings

The OPHI Board of Directors shall convene at least quarterly.  Additional meetings shall be called at the request of any of the members.  Notice of the meetings shall be communicated to all OPHI members at least two (2) weeks in advance of the meeting date.  
The OPHI Board of Directors may convene representatives of the Ohio Association of Board of Health (OABH); the Ohio Environmental Health Association (OEHA); the Ohio Public Health Association (OPHA); and the Society for Public Health Education in Ohio (SOPHE); to share information and consider opportunities for collaboration.   
ARTICLE X:
Finance

Section 1:
The fiscal year shall be a twelve-month period ending on the last day of December. 
Section 2
OPHI financial records shall be kept in accordance with accepted federal and state accounting standards.

Section 3:
OPHI shall operate within federal and state laws.

ARTICLE XI:  
Parliamentary Authority

The current edition of Roberts Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters of procedure not specifically covered by these bylaws.

ARTICLE XII:  
Amendment of Bylaws

These bylaws may be amended at any OPHI meeting by a majority vote of the members.
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